
2 STAR PICKS
                                            
Duke (+10) vs. Northwestern
· I use 3 separate algorithm-based models to determine my weekly picks.  To become a pick of a particular model, the predicted final score must be a minimum of 5 points off the current betting line.  For my 1 STAR Picks only 1 of 3 models must meet that 5-point threshold.  For my 2 STAR Picks at least 2 of 3 models must meet the 5-point threshold. Two of my models like Duke this week and the third model would be on board if the line moved to -11.   

· I rate these teams near equal as both are somewhere between 60-80 out of the 131 FBS teams.

· Duke is coached by 1st year head coach and recent A&M defensive coordinator Mike Elko.  His new team threw a shutout against Temple in a 30-0 win at home last week.

· Northwestern QB Hilinski racked up 314 yards passing against an average Nebraska defense in their week #0 31-28 win over the Huskers while both RB Hull and RB Porter averaged approx 5yds/carry for over 200 rushing yards.

· The Northwestern defense was average against Nebraska and will now go against QB Riley Leonard who was impressive against Temple 24-30-314 with 64 yds rushing.

· This game will be a test to see if Duke’s defense has significantly improved under Elko and if NW can prosper as a double digit favorite.
Predicted Score:
Duke


27



Northwestern 
31
South Alabama (+5) vs. Central Michigan

· Two of my models like South Alabama this week and the third model would be on board if the line moved to +6.   
· Central Michigan lost its first game against Oklahoma State 58-44.  QB Richardson was terrific against the Cowboys throwing for 424 yards.  They will put points on the board verses everyone on their schedule this season.

· South Alabama won their opener against Nicholls 48-7.  QB Nichols is a senior transfer from Toledo and has started against Central Michigan twice while in the MAC.  He accounted for 4 TD’s against Nicholls and his familiarity and experience in the MAC should help his team.

Predicted Score:
South Alabama
31




Central Michigan 
28

Appalachian State (+19) vs. Texas A&M
· Two of my models like Texas A&M this week and the third model would be on board if the line moved to +17.   
· App State played in what will be one of the craziest games of the entire season last week losing to North Carolina 61-63.  App State looked like the better team throughout large swaths of the game outgaining NC 649-567.   The App State offense was deadly rushing for nearly 300 yds and passing for 361.
· A&M was the opposite story against Sam Houston State as their offense was average (at best), but their defense was stellar.  A&M outgained SH St 497-198 and threw the ball well (despite 2 INT’s by QB King) 23-35-387 w/3 TD’s.  Surprisingly A&M struggled running the ball at they only tallied 110 yds and 3.4yds/carry.
· I think this is a bad spot for App State as they will likely be dealing with the hangover from their crushing loss against their in-state rival last week.  A&M will be wanting to make a major move forward in their second game and App State is good enough to get their attention.  
Predicted Score:
Appalachian St
14



Texas A&M
 
38

1 STAR PICKS
                                            
Kent State vs. Oklahoma (-33.5)
· Oklahoma’s defense is considerably better than previous years and will get better as the season progresses under Venables.  Held UTEP to 28 yds rushing and just over 300 total yards in week #1.  
· Kent State was beaten 45-20 by an improved Washington team that threw for nearly 400 yards and gave up 525 total yards.
· I don’t expect Oklahoma’s offense to get stopped once before the reserves come in during the 4th quarter and I expect Kent State to turn the ball over at least once (had 3 interceptions vs Wash).

Predicted Score:
Oklahoma 
54




Kent St. 
16

Maryland (-27) vs. Charlotte

· Charlotte is one of the 15 worst teams in FBS with a defense that has already given up 40+ points to both FAU & William & Mary this season.
· Maryland’s offense is difficult to stop when their running game is good.  They should have a big day against a bad charlotte run defense opening up QB Tagovailoa to have an efficient day throwing the ball.
· Maryland should score near 50 in this game.  If their above average defense can hold Charlotte to less than the 24 pts they got against William & Mary then this should go the Terrapins way.

Predicted Score:
Maryland
49




Kent St. 
16

Western Michigan (-6.5) vs. Ball State

· A battle of two teams that rate in the lower 25% of all FBS.

· Both teams are starting quarterbacks that were backups in 2021.  Western Mich QB Jack Salopek was average in his first start last week against Michigan State going 21-36-193  no TD’s and no INT’s in their 35-13 loss.  The running game was also average with RB Tyler 13-68yds and a touchdown.  Western’s defense was not bad holding Mich State to just over 400 yds.

· Ball State was mauled by Tennessee 59-10 and gave up 569 total yards.  QB Paddock was 27-43-269 with a TD and 2 INT’s.  

· These conference foes play each other annually and Ball State has covered in each of the last 4 contests, while Western Michigan had covered in the 4 games prior.  

· Western Michigan is better on both sides of the ball and I look for a new cover trend to start this weekend.

Predicted Score:
Western Michigan
33




Ball State

20
Northern Illinois (+6) vs. Tulsa

· Tulsa lost in week #1 to Wyoming in 2OT.  The Golden Hurricane outgained the Cowboys 521-399 but turnovers and an unexpected poor pass defensive did them in.  QB Brin was outstanding in the game throwing 30-52-460 w/3TD’s and 0 INT’s, but Tulsa’s run game was anemic averaging less tha n 2yds/carry.  

· Northern Illinois squeaked by FCS Eastern Illinois 34-27 despite being outgained 441-379.  Ex MSU QB Lombardi was average 14-22-192 w/2TD’s and the Huskies run game was solid w/3 RB’s avg approx. 6yds/carry.

· I rate these offenses similarly and both should have success in the game, but only Tulsa has a defense (I expect improvement from week #1).  Tulsa will get a few more stops then the Huskies and that will be the difference.

Predicted Score:
Northern Illinois
24



Tulsa 


35

Arizona State (+11) vs. Oklahoma State

· ASU had an easy win over FCS Northern Arizona last week 40-3 and outgained them 419-120 in Florida transfer QB Emery Jones made his ASU debut. Jones was efficient throwing the ball 13-18-152 w/0TD’s & 0INT’s and rant for 48yds.  The ASU defense was dominant, but it’s hard to put much weight in that given the opponent.
· OSU looked dominant in the 1st half of their 58-44 win against C. Michigan, but very vulnerable in the 2nd half.  After leading at half 44-15, the Cowboys were outscored 14-29 in the 2nd half.  For the game OSU was outgained 531-546.  The Cowboy offense looked good with QB Sanders going 28-41-406 w/4TD’s & 0INT’s.  When Gundy has a QB he trusts, their offenses have been very potent and although it’s taken longer than expected, Sanders now seems to be that guy.  
· I expect OSU to have success all season on offense, but the defense is a work in progress under new Def Coor Mason.  I expect them to struggle with the running and timely throwing of Emory Jones and ASU will do everything they can to control the clock.  If they can avoid TO’s, I think they’ll be able to keep it under the number.
Predicted Score:
Arizona St.

26



Oklahoma St. 

32
Eastern Michigan (+11) vs. Louisiana
· E Michigan beat FCS E Kentucky 42-35 last week despite being outgained 492-395.
· Louisiana playing its first game with new coach Desormeaux beat FCS SE Louisiana 24-7 outgaining them 374-260.
· The better offense is E. Mich and the better defense is Louisiana.  I don’t love this matchup but one of my models likes it enough to make it a pick.  I’ll trust the model.
Predicted Score:
Eastern Michigan
20



Louisiana

36

Strong Opinions
                                            



Alabama (-20.5) vs. Texas

· Alabama is elite on both sides of the ball and arguably has the best offensive player and the best defensive player in FBS.

· Line play is predictable, and Bama has far better O&D lines which will eliminate Texas running game and make them one dimensional and predictable.

· Quarterback experience will be a big key in the game.  Bryce Young will not be shaken by rowdy crowd or early mistakes.  Ewers will not have time to throw and will ultimately make costly mistakes before giving way to Hudson Card.

· I expect Texas to play well early before the better team lays it on in the 2nd & 3rd quarter.

Predicted Score:
Alabama 
45




Texas 

20

UNLV (+13.5) vs. California

· There is some excitement in the desert as UNLV believes they have a QB and a good chance for a bowl appearance.  The Rebels thumped FCS Idaho St. 52-21 and outgained them 554-241.  New QB Brumfield was good in his first start 21-25-356 w/4TD’s.  

· California started slow against UC Davis but ultimately rolled to a 34-13 win, despite similar yardage stats.  New QB Plumer was OK 23-35-268 w/3TD’s & 1 INT and was hurried often due to Cals inexperienced O-line.

· Cal travels to Notre Dame next week and may be looking ahead a bit.  UNLV is a below average team, but they don’t know it yet.  I expect them to take this game into the 4th quarter and come out with the cover.

Predicted Score:
UNLV


21



California 

29

